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driven out. I t was strongly reinforced and again advanced. There 
was hard fighting on the march, but on August 19, Mulhausen was 
again taken with several batteries of German field guns and many 
prisoners. The whole of Upper Alsace was apparently evacuated by 
the Germans and the French advanced to the Rhine. 

The German mobilization was completed on August 14, and on 
August 19, the Belgian army was defeated at Louvain and driven into 
Antwerp. On August 20 the Germans occupied Brussels and levied 
a huge war contribution. Their armies, estimated at nearly a million 
of men, were rapidly advancing against the allied forces assembling 
near the Franco-Belgian frontier. The French mobilization was 
completed on August 17, and on the same day it was announced that 
a British expeditionary force, consisting of five infantry divisions and 
five cavalry brigades had actually landed in France. The movement 
of these troops, which began seven days before, had been kept a 
profound secret. The main body of the French army had in the first 
instance occupied a defensive position extending from Belfort to 
Mezieres near the Belgian frontier, some seventy-five miles southeast 
of Brussels. This had recently been extended westward by the 
movement of French troops and the British army to a line reaching-
from Namur through Charleroi to Mons, the British army being on 
the extreme left near Mons. Another French army was placed under 
orders to come up on the left of the British extending the line to the 
fortress of Lille. I t was confidently expected that the ring of forts 
surrounding Namur and strongly garrisoned would delay the German 
advance for a considerable period. The bombardment of these forts 
by heavy howitzers began on the morning of August 22. They were 
completely wrecked and surrendered on the afternoon of the 24th. 
The fall of this town exposed the left flank of the allied army to an 
enveloping movement which the Germans were not slow to undertake. 

The Second French Army had forced the passes of the Vosges 
mountains and advanced into Lorraine. Their success in several small 
engagements induced them to make an ill advised attack on a strongly 
prepared position at Morhange which was repelled with heavy loss 
in men and guns. They were closely pursued across the frontier and 
retreated to the south of Luneville, which was occupied by the Ger
mans. This entailed the retreat of the First Army from Alsace, and 
a large portion of it was immediately sent by rail to the extreme left 
of the allied line to form a part of the new Sixth French Army which 
was being organized near Amiens. Of twenty-five army corps of the 
first line troops in the German army, all but four were now massed 
for operations in France with the intention of making a rapid and 
irresistible onslaught upon the allied armies, which it was intended to 
envelop by a double flanking movement in the hope of bringing about 
another and greater Sedan. August 23 was a bad day for the allies. 
One French army was defeated at Charleroi; another at Virton, in 
advance of Nancy. The Sixth French Army failed to come up on the 
left of the British, who had held their position near Mons with great 
difficulty and heavy losses. Consequently, they were compelled to 
retreat to avoid being turned on both flanks. Lille surrendered and 


